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Ghe Magnetic Celegraplh Company, 
_ BPetween New-York, Fhiladelphia, Baltimore and Washington, 


(AND INTERMEDIATE STATIONS, ) 
Connecting with the Southern, Western, Eastern and Northern Lines of Morse’s Telegraph. 





TO THE TELEGRAPHING PUBLIC. 


Please write plainly; answer quickly ; pre-pay; use no figures, except dates, they cost more ; give name, street, 
and number of the party addressed, to insure prompt delivery; also your own address under your signature; no 
charge for address and signature, The above is for yeur safety as well as our ccnvenience. 





OFFICE IN WASHINGTON, No. 6, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
North side, between 43 and 6th streets. 


Office in BALTIMORE,............ No. 2 Merchants’ Exchange, South Gay St. 
Office in PHILADELPHIA,......... Quincy Granite Building, No. 101 Chesnut-St. 
Office in NEW-YORK,............. No. 5 Hanover Street, Cor. of Beaver-St. 
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fetter treats of a matter that is interesting to every 
citizen : y 
PHILADELPHIA, April 22, 1852. 

EvitTors or Pusitie Lepeer—Gentlemen—Well 
aware of your willingness to expose imposition and 
uphold the dignity of the nation, I beg to call your 
attention to a circumstance that has just occurred, 
which is calculated to injure materially the charac- 
ter of the United States with foreign nations. I 
ealled at the Mint, this morning, to obtain some 
three- cent pieces, for gold. To my great astonish- 
ment, the clerk in attendance threw out a ten 
dollar piece, which he remarked he could not take, 
as it was California gold. I examined the piece 
closely to see where the difference existed, but could 
gee none; the impression was a fae simile of the 
other coin in circulation. I then requested an ex- 

lanation, when I was informed that it was coined 
ie the Assay-Master at San Francisco, by the au- 
thority of the U. S. Government; but the gold was 
net up to the properstandard, and, being inferior, 
they could not receive it. Tcalled his attention to 
the fact of the impression being an exact imitation 
of the coin of the U.S., and that it was a great im- 
position on the people thot such a thing should be 
allowed to exist. His reply was, that Mr. Moffatt 
was the Assay-Master in California, but he had 
made the coin inferior. You will perceive how im- 
possible it will be for the public to be aware of this: 
it is most likely considerable amounts of tbis coin 
have been shipped to Europe. I saw, last week, a 
letter published in the newspapers, from the Direc- 
tor of the Mint, denying the allegation made in Iing- 
Jand, of the standar ‘of the United States being into- 
rior to thatofthe European powers. But you will 
now see the charge made is fully substantiated. I 
trust your publication of these facts will induce 
those who govern this important branch to remedy 
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Philadelphia, Saturday, April 24, 1663. 

















ply to the communication in the Ledger yesterday, 
explains s.tisfactorily the matter which formed 


the subject of complaint of that communication. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, April, 23d, 1852. 


instantly the flagrant wrong. A CITIZEN. 
tt 8 tt 
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Messrs. Epirors :—The commumention te your— 


paper of this morning, relative to the responsibility 
of the Unired States Government for the California 
private coinage of Moffat & Co,, of California, and 


| the obligation to receive the ‘same in payments to 


Government, demands some explanation. 
in order to justify a public officer in accepting a 


coin as “money, some law is necessary, making they 


‘same a legal tender of ene: Tt is sufficient, 
therefore, to state that the issues of Moffat & Co. 
and others in California, are utter! vurecognized 
by law, to show that there is no obligation what— 
ever on the United States to accept thesame. 
There is a Government Assayer in California, Mr. 
Augustus Humbert, who is authorized to stamp the 
fineness and value of bars and ingots for the owners 
of bullion. But even these are not made money, or 
a legal tender, and the Government is under no obli- 
gation to receive them. I understand that Moffat & 
‘0., under the supervision of this Assayer, manv- 
facture the octagonal ingots which he issues; but 
for the coins of that house he assumes no responsi- 


| bility whatever. 


It isnot correct to say that no difference is ap- 
parent between the private coinage referred to and 
that of the United States. For on the obverse, the 
name of Moffat § Co. is distinctly substituted for 
the word Liverty on our own coin, while on the re~ 


“yerse we have “SS. M. V. California Gold,’ in 
| placé of the words “United States of America.’? 


Nevertheless, the close imitation of the devices on 


the national coin by the paiva mints of California, 


is very inconvenient, and apparently in contraven- 
tion of law. But the officers of the Mint haye no 


4) power to interfere, and are inno manner responsible 
| therefor. Itis possible that a mixture of such Bi 


vate issues with the national coinage may. tend to 
discredit its accuracy in foreign countries, where a 
careful separation of such pieces‘may not be made; 


but as long™s our mints conform to the standards of | 


weight and fineness preseribed by law, they shoul 
no more'be held to censure for the irreg tu 
to this as OE than for those due to abso- 

th a fraudulent ii 
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